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v In 2018, Canada legalized non-medical cannabis with the objectives of limiting youth exposure, reducing 
criminal activities, and safeguarding public health and safety, implementing strict regulations under the Cannabis 
Act.

v Since then, the retail market has seen significant growth, generating government revenues, creating jobs, and 
contributing to the economy. However, strict regulations and competition from the unlicensed market have 
hindered the success of some private cannabis retail operations.

v This study aims to analyze how Canadian high-circulating news media framed the barriers faced by private 
cannabis retailers.
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1. Qualitative News Media Content Analysis 2. Robert Entman’s Framing Approach

Using Robert Entman’s Framing analysis, the initial findings indicate notable differences in how news media framed the 
barriers to cannabis retail operations in Canada. While some articles portrayed these challenges as hindrances to business 
success, the majority depicted them as the government's responsibility, citing moral justifications such as protecting public 
health and safety and eliminating the unlicensed market.

The results of this study shed light on the media's role in shaping public perception and influencing cannabis policy 
discussions. This knowledge can inform policymakers and industry stakeholders on how to address these barriers and 
improve public perception of the cannabis retail industry.
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Coding Process informed by Foley et al. (2019)

The search yielded 9371 articles, of which 293 relevant articles were included in the study. We identified 
8 key frames.
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 National News Articles: CBC News, Globe and Mail and National Post 
 
Provincial Newspapers Articles: The Telegram, Winnipeg Free Press, Calgary Herald, 
Vancouver Sun, The Leader-Post, Toronto Star, Yukon News, Nunavut News 

 

Databases & Data Coverage Dates: Nexis Uni & Eureka (January 2017 – March 2022) 
 
Inclusion Criteria: News articles that discuss at least one barrier related to private/hybrid 
retail operations in Canada. 
 
Exclusion Criteria: blogs, business publications, magazine articles, social media news, 
scholarly articles, news videos and live news 
 
Keywords: (cannabis OR marijuana OR thc OR pot OR weed) AND (retail OR retailer OR 
store OR stores OR sales OR sale OR outlet OR outlets OR shop OR shopping OR shops) 
AND (barriers OR obstacles OR challenge OR challenges OR challenging OR difficult OR 
difficulties OR issue OR problems) 
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